RENCY IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS:
| THE ROLE OF THE PRESS




INPUBLIC AFFAIRS:
THE ROLE OF THE PRESS

NATIONAL PRESS DAY

NOVEMBER 16, 2014

SOUVENIR




Preface

CONTENTS

Foreword

Composition 0

Composition of the Pre: = Council of india (Xth term 15.6.2011 - 14.6.2014)

Resume' of the Press Cou: cii & Fowhia
Messages

National Awards For Excellence In Journalism
Paper Contributions*

1. Mr. V. S. Sampath

Chief Election Commissioner of India, New Delhi

Mr. Justice G. N. Ray
Former Chairman, Press Council of India

Mr. Prakash Dubey
Member, Press Council of India

Mr. Uttam Chandra Sharma
Member, Press Council of India

Dr. Suman Gupta
Member, Press Council of India

Mr. Arun Kumar
Former Member, Press Council of India

Mr. Rajeev Sabade
Former Member, Press Council of India

*The views expressed by the authors are their own.

f the Press Council of India (XlIth term 10.10.2014 — 09.10.2017)

10

14

17

20

24

S e

N

TETINI

i = = B oo haa

Ty

e T s




¥ e N i re gl et

8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

B
o e, S
G AP E D sl i e

Mr. Sheetla Singh - _
Former Member, Press Council of India

Dr. Vartika Nanda ' . .
Associate Professor, Lady Shri Ram College, University of Delhj

Mr. Shivaji Sarkar
Media Academician

Ms. Nipunika Shahid
Professor, Amity School of Communication, Amity University

Mr. Abhijit Bora
Associate Professor, Mass Communication
& Journalism Dept., Tezpur University

Ms. Sonam Mahajan

Assistant Professor, Amity School of Communication,
Amity University

Ms. Pritha Chakraboty
Lecturer, Amity School of Communication, Amity University

See
My
e

2 |
3 |

34

41
44

47



PREFACE

Transparency is a sine qua non for the robust growth of a democracy and the
weli-oaing of its citizens. The media of today has the capacity to function as the
Froniatinn to provide requisite strength to transparent, participatory and
cciiaborative government machinery in public interest, and in such scenario
the unparalleled growth of the media in India over the last decade holds no
zuemian, Conversely, it is essential that the functioning and reporting of the
ioemie duali be transparent and accountable to the public.

“m@ metrics to gauge the extent and effectiveness of such measures
wouid be immense. The Press Council has thus dedicated the National Press
Day 2014 to deliberations on “Transparency in Public Affairs: The Role of
the Press”.

This souvenir and conclaves on the subject at national, regional, state
and local levels are an attempt to initiate debate and deliberations to
encourage the role and accountability of the Fourth Estate to the citizens of the
country and we are indebted to all who have joined hands in the endeavour.

VIBHA BHARGAVA
SECRETARY




The Media's role as a facilitator is thus commendable and | am sure it will continue to
excel in this direction by bringing to fore the 'information aiming towards transparency
leading to good governance'.

| am grateful to the contributors to the Souvenir, which is certainly valuable resource
material for the stakeholders and young entrants in the field of journalism.

1 the material on the basis of which and manner in which he is

= is a very powerful and potent vehicle to ensure the transparency in a
2 =&t up, providing information on every aspect of governance that touches
the iives o inasses. Transparency has been strengthened by the Right to Information
Act which has paved the way for exposing corruption, not only in government but also
inthe corporate sector.

’

S RS e

FOREWORD

| am happy to place in hands of the readers, the Souvenir 2014
published to mark the National Press Day, (November 16).

The subject chosen for this year discussions is “Transparency in
Public Affairs: The Role of the Press.” Democracy being a
government of, for and by the people, transparency in the
governance is axiomatic and right of every citizen to know in detail

governed, is unquestionable.
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Justice Markandey Katju
Chairman
Press Council of India

I N 4




COMPOSITION OF THE PRESS COUNCIL OF INDIA
(XIith Term 10.10.2014- 09.10.2017)

PRESS COUNCIL OF INDIA
Soochna Bhawan, 8, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003

Chairman: Mr Justice Markandey Katju
EDITORS OF INDIAN LANGUAGES NEWSPAPERS (CLAUSE (a) OF SUB-SECTION (3) OF SECTION 5)

NAME

ORGANIZATION NOMINATED BY
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Shri Ramesh Gupta
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Shri Ustari: Chandra Sharma

- R e
D, Quadfan wuiia

Shri i-czeguh Dubey

Shri Krishna Prasad

All India Newspaper Editors’ Conference and
Hindi Samachar Patra Sammelan

All India Newspaper Editors’ Conference and
Hindi Samachar Patra Sammelan

All India Newspaper Editors’ Conference and
Hindi Samachar Patra Sammelan
Hindi SamacharPatraSammelan and

All India Newspaper Editors’ Conference

Editor's Guild of India,

Editor's Guild of India

Weekly Tej,
Urdu, New Delhi

Chapte Chapte
Hindi Daily, West Bengal

Muzaffarnagar Bulletin,
Hindi Daily
Muzaffarnagar, U. P.

Janmorcha,
Hindi Daily, Faizabad, U.P.

Dainik Bhaskar
Nagpur

Outlook (English)
New Delhi

WORKING JOURNALISTS OTHER THAN EDITORS {CLAUSE (a) OF SUB-SECTION (3) OF SECTION 5}

Shri Kosuri Amarnath

Shri Prabhat Kumar Dash

Shri Rajeev Ranjan Nag

Shri PrajnanandaChaudhuri

Shri S.N. Sinha

Shri Sondeep Shankar

Shri C.K. Nayak

Indian Journalists Union,
National Union of Journalists(l),
Press Association and Working
News Cameramen's Association

Indian Journalists Union,
National Union of Journalists(l),
Press Association and Working
News Cameramen's Association

Press Association,

Working News Cameramen’s Association,
Indian Journalists Union and

National Union of Journalists(l)

National Union of Journalists(l),
Indian Journalists Union,

Press Association and Working
News Cameramen's Association,

Indian Journalists Union,

Working News Cameramen's Association,
National Union of Journalists(l)

and Press Association

Working News Cameramen's Association,
Indian Journalists Union,

National Union of Journalists(l)

and Press Assaciation

Press Association, Indian Journalists Union,
Working News Cameramen's
Association and National Union of Journalists(l)

Freelancer,
Hyderabad

Pratidin
Odia Daily, Bhubaneswar,
Odisha

Aaj Samaij, Hindi Daily,
New Delhi

Ananad Bazar Patrika,
Kolkata, West Bengal

Freelancer,
Dethi

Freelance Photo Journalist,
New Delhi

The Shillong Times,
Shillong
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LAUSE (b) OF SUB-SECTION (3) OF SECTION 5)

NAME

ORGANIZATION NOMINATED BY

NEWSPAPERS

Shri Hormusji N. Cama

Shri Ravindra Kumar

Shri Kundan Ramanlal Vyas

Shri Gurinder Singh

Shri Vijay Kumar Chopra

Shri Keshav Dutt Chandola

Indian Newspaper Society
Indian Newspaper Society

Indian Newspaper Society, Association of Sn_“lall
and Medium Newspapers of India and AI‘I India
Small and Medium Newspapers Federation

All India Small and Medium Newspapers
Federation,Indian Newspaper Society, and
Association of Small and Medium Newspapers
of India

Indian Newspaper Society, All India Small and
Medium Newspapers Federation and Association
of Small and Medium Newspapers of India

Association of Small and Medium Newspapers
of India, Indian Newspaper Society and All
India Small and Medium Newspapers Federation

The Bombay Samachar
Gujarati Daily, Mumbaj '

The Statesman, English Dy
Kolkata P

Kutch Fiiira,

Gujarz* “laily, Kutchh (Bhuj)
Gujara’ '
Indian ¢, “erv.-e,

Englisit - rtnic.tly,

New D=

Hind Saiiacha:,

Hindi Deuiy, Jalandhar

Rajput Maryada,
Hindi Weekly,
Kanpur

MANAGERS OF NEWS AGENCIES (CLAUSE (c) OF SUB-SECTION (3) OF SECTION 5)

Shri G. Sudhakar Nair

The Press Trust of India Limited

Editor,

The Press Trust of India

Limited, New Delhi

NOMINEES OF UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION, BAR COUNCIL OF INDIA AND SAHITYA ACADEMY

Shri Pankaj Vohra
Shri Ramchander Rao N.

Dr. K. Sreenivasarag

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT NOMINATED BY

Smt. Meenakshi Lekhi
Shri Rajiv Pratap Rudy
Shri G. Hari

Shri Prabhat Jha

Shri Satyayrat Chaturvedi
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University Grants Commission
Bar Council of India

Sahitya Academy

(Lok Sabha)
(Lok Sabha)
(Lok Sabha)
(Rajya Sabha)
(Rajya Sabha)

Secretary: Smt. Vibha Bhargava

SPEAKER, LOK SABHA AND CHAIRMAN, RAJYA SABHA
(CLAUSE (e) OF SUB-SECTION (3) OF SECTION 5) '
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Kottayam, Kerala
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Charhdikala, Punjabi Daily,
Patiala, Punjab

Janmorcha, Hindi Daily,
Faizabad, Uttar Pradesh

Daily Amravati Mandal,
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Hindi Daily, West Bengal
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and Working News Cameramen’s Association

National Union of Journalists, Press Association
and Working News Cameramen’s Association

National Union of Journalists, Press Association,
Working News Cameramen's Association and
Indian Journalists Union

National Union of Journalists, Press Association,
Working News Cameramen'’s Association and
Indian Journalists Union
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and Working News Cameramen’s Association

India News Weekly,
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Samayam, Telugu Daily,
Hyderabad

Photo Journalist, Freelancer
Freelance Journalist,
Hyderabad

The Sentinel/

The Assam Tribune

Photo Journalist, Freelancer
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RESUME'
Press Council of India
November 1966 — November 2014

The Press Council of India was first set up in the year 1966 on the recommendations
of the First Press Commission. In the discharge of its two fold function of preserving the
freedom of the press and maintaining and improving the standards of the press, the Council
performs a multi-faceted role. It acts on the one hand as a quasi judicial authority with all
powers of th2 civil court and on the other, in its advisory capacity; it guides the press as well
asthes i2s on any matter that may have a bearing on the freedom of the press and on
its preseivation.

The Press Council is headed by a Chairman who has by convention been a sitting
fretiresd fuciae of the Supreme Court of India. Besides, the Council consists of 28 other
IS ‘v:homn 20 represent the press, five are from the two Houses of Parliament and
thi= vt the cultural, literary and legal fields and are nominated by the Sahitya
Acad=iny, Liniversity Grants Commission and the Bar Council of India.

d .
01

o4 71 represent the press are nominated from amongst various associations of
journaiists, editors, owners or managers of newspapers and news agencies.

While the above 20 seats are filled up by the Council following the procedure
prescribed, the action for filling up the remaining eight seats is initiated by the Central
Government directly. The 20 names are forwarded by the Council to the Central
Government for notification alongwith the eight names received by them.

The Council is funded by the revenue collected by it as fee levied on the registered
newspapers in the country on the basis of their circulation, the deficit being made good by
way of grant by the central government. Though to some extent the Council is dependent
on the government for finances, yet in so far as functional autonomy is concerned, it has
remained completely uninfluenced by any extraneous considerations in discharge of its
quasi-judicial functions.

As a quasi-judicial body, the Council is being approached by way of more and more
complaints every year. This is not to say thatinstances of violation of ethics or that of threats
to the press are on the increase. In fact, the Council feels that the press as well as those
holding the reins of power are by and large responsible. The reason for steady increase in
the number of complaints being lodged with it is because the Council's forum is being
preferred over courts where the proceedings, by their very nature, are costly and time
consuming. The Council strives to provide quick justice at the doorstep and to this end, it
regularly meets in different parts of the country to hear cases from that region.

The complaints received by the Council broadly fall into two categories: Complaints
by the Press against interference with its freedom by an authority and complaints against
the Press by any individual or authority for violation of the canons of journalism. Any press
person feeling aggrieved over a matter likely to impair or interfere with the independence of
the Press may approach the Council. Similarly, anybody aggrieved by any publication or
non-publication in any newspaper or journal or over the conduct of a journalist as an editor
may lodge a complaint with the Council for breach of the recognized canons of journalistic
ethics and public taste. The Council is empowered to make observations in respect of the
conduct of any authority including government, if it so considers it necessary, for the
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