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“Who is Not Afraid of Media?” 

 
 National Press Day, the November 16 is symbolic of a free and responsible press 

in India. This was the day on which the Press Council of India started functioning. This 

year the Council held seminar at the Constitution Club of India, New Delhi. The topic for 

deliberations was “Who is Not Afraid of Media?”. 

Shri Swaminathan Gurumurthy, Eminent Journalist and Author was the Guest 

of Honour. Hon‟ble Mr. Justice Chandramauli Kumar Prasad, Chairman Press Council 

of India    presided over the function. 

The event was inaugurated, by presenting the bouquet to the Guest of Honour 

and the Member, Press Council of India over the dais, Mr. Prakash Dubey, Group 

Editor, Dainik Bhaskar. It further followed lighting of the Lamp. 

Mr. Prakash Dubey, Member, while welcoming the Guest of Honour gave the 

introduction to the topic for discussion with interesting perspective relating to the 

present media scenario. 

Shri Swaminathan Gurumurthy in his keynote address categorised the media 

into five stages. One as pre-independent stage, followed by post independent stage, 

third as post visual media, fourth as post liberal stage and fifth as post social media 

stage. While elucidating how the media has evolved over the years in order to answer 

the subject of discussion „Who is Not Afraid of Media?‟, he further added that in social 

media there is nothing as news with responsibility. According to him, anarchy has 



taken over the social media today. 

He further articulated that the social media does not have the traditional 

hierarchy to judge the utility of the news and its ramification in the society. Every 

individual is carrier of the news with no responsibility. 

He further added that that the media‟s orientation has shifted from mission to 

profit and the journalists‟ orientation has shifted from reporting to comfort. With the 

pictorial presentation, instant news, there is no thoughtfulness and the shift took 

place from readers to viewers.  

After the speech, Members of the Press Council of India and other participants 

took active part in interactive session with the Guest of Honour. 

The function concluded with the words of thanks by the Secretary, Press 

Council of India, Mrs Anupama Bhatnagar. 

******* 

 

 


