Safety of Journalists and Challenges Before the Media

*Justice C.K. Prasad

I want to congratulate the Punjab and Chandigarh Journalists Union for
organizing this much needed Seminar on “Saftey of Journalists and Challenges
before Media”. It pains me to say that despite the constitutional guarantee of
freedom of speech and expression, incidents of violent attacks on journalists and
media persons are taking place. This situation demands immediate consultaions
to identify ways that will ensure a safe and secured environment for jounalists
and media workers to enable them to carry out their duties freely and fearlessly.
Physical attacks on journalists, writers and media persons is not healthy for
democracy because the motive behind most such attacks is either to cover up a
much more sinister criminal conspiracy or to silence a rational voice against
communal violence or religious fundamentalism. The safety of journalists is an
issue that affects every citizen of the country. An act of aggression against a
journalist is an attack on the basic fundamental right of freedom of speech and
expression. The State cannot uphold the freedom of press without setting up

appropriate measures for ensuring the safety and security of journalists.

I would like to quote the Father of our Nation, Mahatma Gandhi who had

said:

“I want freedom for the full expression of my personality.”



We are well aware that the print media played a pivotal role in promoting
and giving shape to the nationalist movement of India. The Indian press has
always remained very independent, spirited and reflective of the unity and
diversity of the country. Even during the dark period of Emergency in the
country the print media remained vibrant and active despite imposition of
various constraints such as political pressure, restrictive laws and proclamations

during the period of emergency.

In the recent years, working as a media professional has become very
challenging. Extreme work pressure, time constraints, the competition to
survive, culture of paid news and advertorials adopted by media houses for their
survival have caused huge damage to the integrity of newspapers. The
corporatisation of media which tends to control the minds and thought processes
of the public is indeed very dangerous to any democracy and may compromise
the freedom of media and is one of the challenges that media faces in todays
competitive world. Corporate interference in news content may lead to
interference with factual presentation of news which not only denounces

journalistic ethics and values, but also violates peoples’ right to be informed.

However, the most disheartening and worrisome threat to the freedom of
media is threat to the life and liberty of journalists, photo-journalists and media
workers. As per a report released by the Committee for Protection of

Journalists, 1124 journalists were killed between January 1992 to April 2015



around the world and in India fifty six journalists and three media workers were

killed during that period.

Simultaneously, this period has also witnessed a marked rise in the global
awareness in improving the safety and protection for journalists. The press
needs to work together with the government and a good sense of understanding
of each other’s agenda is one of the essential factors for making sure that the
correct news reaches public at the correct time. Additionally, in order to prevent
any act of violence against journalists and to create a safe environment for the
effective functioning of media, the governments, both at the centre and state
level, need to improvise and employ new legal remedies and strategies to

strengthen the security and safety accorded to journalists in India.

Today, everyone is a communicator or news provider, as such they can
act as their own protector if they tackle an adverse situation tactfully and
minimise the danger. The safety and security of journalists/media professionals
are crucial elements for safeguarding the right of the people to be informed.
Any acts of violence against journalists or media professionals, in relation to

their work is a direct violation of peoples’ right to be informed.

However, one should also keep in mind that all rights, legal or moral
come with responsibilities. A right can be qualified only if it is exercised
responsibly and the right to freedom of expression is not an exception. The

primary responsibility of free media should be to empower the society and



strengthen democracy. It should play an active role in enhancing social and
religious harmony and uphold human rights and to fight corruption and reduce

social injustice without challenging the harmony and peace of the nation.

Thank you

sk s sk sk s st sk st sk sk sk sk



	*Justice C.K. Prasad

