
Report on National Press Day 2020 

 

 

 The National Press Day celebrations are held every year on November 16 

at National and State levels.  This year, due to COVID-19 Pandemic, the 

National Press Day in the capital was celebrated through webinar having 

deliberations over the topic “Role of Media During the COVID -19 Pandemic 

and Its Impact on Media” at National Media Centre, New Delhi and the 

National Award  for Excellence in Journalism was deferred. 

 

 On the occasion, His Excellency Shri Ram Nath Kovind, President of 

India, Hon’ble  Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu, Hon’ble 

Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi and Hon’ble Minister of 

Information and Broadcasting.  Shri Prakash Javadekar shared  their views 

through the message/audio-video addresses on the  topic.  Hon’ble  Mr. Justice 

Chandramauli Kumar  Prasad, Chairman, Press Council of India presided over 

the Webinar. 

 

 His Excelleny,  Shri Ram Nath Kovind, President of India in his message 

appreciated efforts of media in dealing with the issues concerning COVID 19   

as it played a very important role in educating people and thereby it has helped 

in mitigating the impact of the pandemic. He also applauded  media persons as 

frontline Corona warriors.   

 

 Hon’ble Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu  stressed  that 

any attack on press freedom is detrimental to national interest and asked media 

to shun sensationalism and not to mix news with views.  He also praised 

journalist for turning in  frontline warriors in the wake of  pandemic.  He further 



expressed his concern over the layoff of media employees and called for 

innovative solutions to tackle the situation. 

 

 Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, in his message, 

stated  that when the world is up against an unprecedented crisis in the form of 

COVID - 19,  the nation’s fight against the pandemic is powered by the restraint 

and resolution  of its 130 crore citizens.  In such  scenario, the media has been 

continuously delivering  exceptional service by spreading awareness against the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  In a post-COVID- world,  India is marching ahead with 

its resolve to build a strong and “Aatmanirbhar Bharat’’.  Media is giving shape 

to our resolution as a big  campaign and carrying forward the message of “ 

Vocal for Local”.  Today the world is rapidly changing and there is a need, 

more than ever, to harness our entrepreneurial energy, intent and talent to 

expand this vision across all sectors.  With digital technology showing way, 

Indian media’s endeavour towards ensuring a stronger presence globally will 

strengthen out vibrant media landscape. 

 

 Hon’ble Minister of Information & Broadcasting,  Shri  Prakash 

Javadekar reiterated that  freedom of the press is the cornerstone of our 

democracy but at the same time stressed that it is a responsible freedom.  He 

further stated  that people are demanding more power should be given to the 

Press Council of India that is also being considered. 

 

 On this occasion, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Chandramauli Kumar Prasad stated 

that reporting on COVID-19 is unprecedented and difficult for the media not 

only from the content perspective but also challenging for the media persons to 

work in gathering the information especially from the ground zero. Truth, 

accuracy, fairness, impartially and humanity, service and accountability are the 

few fundamentals that the journalists or any media person should keep 



reminding themselves in covering stories on COVID-19.  In addition to that he 

reminded his appeal to the State Government to extend financial and medical 

help to all those journalists who have contracted the virus while reporting on the 

pandemic. 

 

 The current and Former Members of the Press Council of India made 

presentations and gave meaningful insights on the topic impacting the COVID-

19 pandemic affecting the journalistic duties.  While highlighting their plight, 

they also raised the financial year and job security related concern affecting the 

journalist during the pandemic. 

 

 Apart from Indian participants, Mr. Justice   Md. Mamtaz Uddin Ahmed, 

Chairman Bangladesh Press Council and Dr. Sule Aker, President, WAPC 

participated in the event and highlighted the stupendous efforts put by the media 

in this trying time of COVID -19 pandemic and how the world media took up 

the challenge and fulfilled their journalistic duties with utmost priority and  

speed. 

 The deliberations through webinar were held across the Country and at 

different platforms and were covered by electronic and print media. A 

communication dated 18.11.2020 received from Shri Pradeep Kumar Jain, 

Member, Press Council of India intimating that this year on the occasion of 

National Press Day,  Hindi Samachar Patra Sammelan, Lucknow, U.P. and Shri 

Ganesh Shankar Vidharthi Unnayan Samiti, Jhansi jointly organised the seminar 

at Journalist Building, in Jhansi, U.P. and a large number of  journalists and 

writers  of Bundelkhand participated in the seminar.  In the event,  the journey 

of  Press Council since 1966 till today was highlighted in details.    Speaking on 

the occasion , the District Magistrate Jhansi stated that the role of Journalists 

have been positive during  the Covid-19.  If the media had not cooperated, the 

administration could not have managed the millions of migrant with the co-



ordinate efforts of all , the crisis of Covid-19 has been successfully dealt with so 

far. 

 A communication dated 3/11/2020 received from Government of 

Meghalaya, Directorate of Information & Public Relations intimating that the 

Directorate of Information and Public Relations, Meghalaya in  collaboration 

with the Shillong Press Club had organised a programme as part of the 

observance of National Press Day 2020 on 16
th
 November,2020 on the said 

theme, in which Information and Public Relations  Minister, Shri James P.K. 

Sangma was the Chief Guest. He joined the function via video conference, New 

Delhi. Congratulating and acknowledging the immense contribution made by 

the media in these difficult and uncertain times in providing accurate 

information to the public by risking their lives during the pandemic and also 

emphasized the importance of the media in providing reliable and accurate 

information about Covid-19.   
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