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Press Release 

National Press Day, 2025 

 National Press Day 2025 is being celebrated across the country today. In New 
Delhi, the main event was organised by the Press Council of India at the National 
Media Centre on the theme "Safeguarding Press Credibility Amidst Rising 
Misinformation". 

 The programme started with Union Minister of Information & Broadcasting, 
Railways, Electronics & Information Technology, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, inviting 
journalism student participants for the lamp-lighting ceremony, emphasizing that 
they are the future of the nation especially through their profession of journalism. 
Shri Ashwani Vaishnaw in an interaction with the media said that the Press has a 
very important role to play in our democracy. He said that it is for this reason that on 
the occasion of National Press Day, a deliberation on the theme was organised on 
how misinformation can be countered and the credibility of the press can be 
strengthened. He also congratulated the press and media fraternity on the occasion. 
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Union Minister of State for Information & Broadcasting and Parliamentary 
Affairs, Dr. L. Murugan and Secretary, Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, Shri 
Sanjay Jaju were also present during the deliberations.  

Smt Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai, Chairperson, Press Council of India 
highlighted the significant contributions of the Press Council of India in 
strengthening journalistic ethics and safeguarding press freedom. She mentioned the 
various studies and recommendations of the Press Council that touch upon every 
aspect affecting credibility of the press today. She also stressed that financial 
independence of journalists is directly connected to upholding press credibility. The 
Chairperson also mentioned the various advisories issued by the Press Council of 
India to ensure responsible and factual reporting particularly during election time, 
and about the Council's internship programs, fostering ethical journalism in budding 
journalists. She further highlighted the significance of Norms of Journalistic Conduct 
updated from time to time by the Council. As Artificial Intelligence becomes more 
influential in news creation and dissemination, the Chairperson reminded that while 
technology may support the search for truth, it can never replace human judgment, 
conscience and responsibility essential to ethical journalism. 
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Shri Vijay Joshi, Chief Executive Officer, Press Trust of India, while delivering 
the keynote address, highlighted the misinformation crisis and fake news. He 
emphasised that the credibility of the press is crumbling under the relentless 
pressure of the global infodemic. He also talked about PTI’s ethos and Fact Check 
desk stating the importance of prioritising “accuracy over immediacy”. Shri Vijay 
Joshi said, “We would rather be second and right than first and wrong.” He also 
cautioned against the rapid rise of AI and deepfake technology, calling it “a quantum 
leap in the sophistication of disinformation,” and touched upon actual examples of 
digitally altered videos created using deepfake AI, warning that such manipulated 
content can mislead millions. He stressed on the principles to be adopted by all 
journalists i.e. Truth, Accuracy, Fairness, and Independence which will prevail upon 
misinformation and safeguard the credibility of media. He also said that the very 
existence of the Press Council of India, the Press Trust of India and our gathering 
here today, is a testament to our collective will to uphold the noble tenets of 
journalism.  

 



 

 
 
 

भारतीय ᮧेस पᳯरषद 
PRESS COUNCIL OF INDIA 
सचूना भवन, 8 सी.जी.ओ. कॉ᭥᭡ल᭍ेस, 
लोधी रोड, नई ᳰद᭨ली - 110 003 
Soochna Bhawan,  8-CGO Complex,   
Lodhi Road,New Delhi – 110 003      

While proposing the vote of thanks, Smt. Shubha Gupta, Secretary, Press 
Council of India emphasized the need for renewed commitment to the ethical 
principles of journalism. 

The event witnessed active participation from eminent journalists, students of 
journalism and senior Government officers.  

Follow us on X : @PressCouncil_IN 
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