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Hon. Charman of the Press Council, Shri Raghu Rai, Shri Hiranmay Karlekar,
Shri S N Sinha, diginguished ladies and gentlemen: | fed very humble to tak about
photojourndlism, gtting next to Shri Raghu Ra. It is redly a great feding to be here, to
gt s0 near to him, rather next to him. | wish only he has a lot of techniques and he could
find out one by which | can be shown a little better in my photographs so that | may look
at those photographs with a sense of belonging!

It is a great honour to have been asked to be here on this very important occasion.
Anything to do with the press is precious. | am saying it here about the inditution of the
press. It has to be nourished, its postion has to be gppreciated and cherished. Nothing is
more important than the freedom of the press, which includes the freedom to publish
photographs.

| think it has been sad, and rightly | believe, what you could describe in one
whole page, you can do it better by one photograph. Who can forget the photograph of
that young man in Ahmedabad, or some other place in Gujarat, whose photograph gave
the message of what was happening there during the unfortunate riots that took place, the
vividness with which he has expressed his fedings? It was a wonderful snap that was
taken.

Wadl, obvioudy, this is a very important pat of the journdism in moden era
They have to have freedom, they must be able to discharge their professona duty as best
as they can without any hindrance. So far as the role of photo journdist is concerned,
while there are more competent people here to describe them, as a humble citizen of this
country | would say that we know the great and important role this branch of journaism
played in the development of our fourth estate, aswe cdl it.
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Of course, the role of the eectronic media has been mentioned. You can st in
your room and see the world today. Shri Raghu Ra aso mentioned about the huge
cameras, which were prevaent earlier. When | see young boys and girls in the Lok Sabha
precincts running up to the leaders with big cameras, huge cameras on their shoulder, |
say that modern technology should find out methods to provide smdler cameras, so tha
they do not have to carry such a heavy load. But now with the onset of mobile cameras
and mobile telephones, the position has eased a bit.

Photojourndism is one of the finest inditutions. We are proud of our press in
India. | am very proud. | fed they have rendered a tremendous service, not today, but
from the days of our freedom struggle, even earlier. We have seen the photographs of
Jdianwaa Bagh, with such vivid depiction of the brutdities that took place there, which

one cannot forget. Therefore, you have to keep it up.

India is a happening country for good reason. We are developing in different
spheres. In a sense, | do not know whether 1 should allow photographers to come and take
photographs insgde the House, insde the chamber. There have been some demands made.
But there is a good ded of skepticiam about it. Many people tdl me, you have invited
more trouble for you by dlowing the televison cameras to take photographs of those
cregting disturbances. Well, 1 would like to have your views on that, because there seem
to be two views.

| fed that it is essentid for the people to know what is hgppening in the House.
The House is a representative body. It is their house, the House of the People. They
have sent their representatives. We are functioning on their behdf. Therefore, the people

should know what we are doing.

We have the Vigtors Gdlery, which has space for about 500 people. Even for
that, one has to know a Member of Parliament to get the pass, stand in the queue to get in
and dl tha. That is a cumbersome process. That is why | said tha the entire country



should be the Vidtors Gdlery; they should be able to see every moment of the
functioning of the House. | do not know how far it is successful.

As Sri Kalekar rightly mentioned, | cannot think of a better indtitution and |
have great respongbility to see that this House functions properly. | do not see any
greater inditution, which is representing parliamentary democracy in this country, than
the two Houses of Parliament. Now the House of the People is a directly dected body. If
there is no other subgtitute, no better subgtitute for parliamentary democracy, then we
have to think how best they function and they ought to function.

Of course, the firgt respongbility of the Members of Parliament is to behave
properly, discuss the issues and problems that confront the people, to have proper debates
and didogues for the purpose of finding out ways for the redressal of people's
grievances, to see through the process of paliamentary discusson and debate the

problems of the people are solved.

Therefore, it is essentid to have good governance and we have more functiond
powers. The Ministers are sdected only from MPs and MLAs. Therefore, the people
who have toe concern themsdves with the development of the country, to wipe away
tears from every ye, as Mahatma Gandhi, they have b take greater and greater interest in
parliamentary affairs, take part in the proceedings of Parliament. We just cannot say that
there must have good governance, but we will not come into the syslem and bring about
necessary improvements, if needed, and only refer to the negative aspects of it.

| know that the media in our country have rendered a very selar role, not only
during the freedom dtruggle but afterwards dso, for building up the country. After the
traumatic experience of davery and subjugation, India has awakened to freedom. As
Jawaharld Nehru exhorted us so many times, an endeavour has to be made, we have to
find out ways and means to create a sense of feding and belonging amongst the people.
The people must be encouraged to do their duties to the nation, instead of merdy fighting
for their own rights,



| know sometimes there is distorted reporting, which has to be curbed. That is the
very bass for the exigence of the Press Council. Every inditution should be able to
conduct in a manner, which ultimately helps in making a better India, better country and
better society.

There have been taks of regulation and sdf-control. Persondly spesking, | am
agang regulation or control of the press, control of the media, by outsders. Certanly,
they themsalves should be able to look at their problems and issues. As Shri Karlekar and
others pointed out, it is the function of the Press Council and it is for them to find out
how best they can serve through the print media So far as eectronic media is concerned,
| hope ultimately it comes within the purview of the Press Council, so dso photo
journdism.

There ae sometimes pitfdls, there are sometimes draying from the path of
rectitude, the path of vitue  The Press Council has formulated a sdf-regulaing
mechanism.  They ae paforming wdl. | think there is dways tdk about the
enforcegbility of ther decisons. | am not going into this a the moment. But it is very
essentid that the sdf-regulatory mechanism works in a manner, which improves the
qudity and the nature of service rendered.

| have expressed my high regard for the Press Council and the members of the
media There are many friends in the media, who come to me asking for opportunities, to
dlow more channels to function, so far as Parliament is concerned. While they ae
alowed outsde, not insde as yet, because | do not want a competitor to the Lok Sabha
channdl.

What | would seek from dl of you, who are so experienced, is suggestions as to
how we can improve the functioning of the Lok Sabha channd. | do not know how many
of you have seenit a dl. Itisavery good channd.



Coming as it does from you, it is very encouraging. It has taken great shape and
now it is a 24-hour channd. | wish to point out that & least in this maiter we are the
pioneers in the world.  There is no country in the world, where Parliament or Assembly is
running 24-hour channd. Anyhow, we have sarted doing it, which even the House of
Commons does not do.

| an vey happy to hear, and nobody can deny, the dgnificant role
photojourndism has played in the development of media in this country. Once agan |
express my great feding. But how do | express it gtting next to people like Shri Raghu
Ra, who has been an inditution by himsdf in this regad and so many other
distinguished photojournalists. | do not know, Shri Karlekar was pretending to be onel
But since he has got cetificate from Shri Raghu Ral, | take it that he must be a very good
photographer! Otherwise, he would not be Sitting here a present. Thank you very much.

It is a great honour for me and | am very happy to be here. But | cannot help
saying that | want people to give me suggestions as to how to improve our functioning.
One thing | have been saying, and judifiably too, is tha dtuaions in Paliament, which
may not be desrable, should be properly commented upon. You cannot show it from
outsde with pictorid presentations. But we need that type of expresson, which will bring
the feding of the country, the feding of the people. | know that nobody supports
disruption of proceedings like that. Nobody supports behaviour insde Parliament, which
is not in kesping with the dignity of Parliament. But how many of you give expresson to
your views? Y ou have the media with you.

| have found that disruption of proceedings in Parliament is the front-page news.
One of the very important members of the House told me that it is aways better from the
point of view of publicity to disrupt the proceedings than take part in a Structured debate.
| am not commenting on tha. Those things should be published. People should know
that their representatives are behaving in a manner, which is not in consonance with the
obligations they have to the country and to the people and to the oath they have taken.



But we need suggestions. In fact, there should be exposure so that it would be
understood by them that nobody is accepting such behaviour. It is not a matter to be
extolled, it is a mater to be criticized and condemned. My dream is that this highest
elected body functions in a manner, which mantans its dignity and the culture and
heritage of the country.

Therefore, you have a tremendous role to play. Here | am not taking about
Parliament, but | am taking of the press and the media. For good measure, it is treated as
the fourth estate. | am not going into what | cal the question mark by Shri Raghu Rai on
the three other organs. But at least the fourth estate, which is a very important part of the
entire process, the entire set up, it has a tremendous role to play, which it has played no
doubt. But | want it to give a little more assertive views on the way Parliament sometimes
functions.

Therefore, we want a more thriving democracy, a more paticipatory democracy
in this country, not only during the eections but also after that. When | see people stand
in the queue to cast therr votes, | wonder and ask mysdf the question. We have the
electronic voting machine, where it takes just about a second. But when the voting is
manua, you have to sand in the queue for aout an hour. | have seen, and dl of you
have seen, people standing in the queue for one hour in the morning to cast ther votes.
What do they think? Why do they stand there for hours n the queue to cast their votes,
what takes only hdf a second in the voting machine? They do it because they want to
express ther views. They conditute the Paliament of India where it is ther
representatives who will look after them. They want good governance, which would be
provided by the members of this Paliament. Therefore, if there is waywardness or
pitfdls, it is the duty of the press to point out that you are doing it, no, you are not
behaving. | may be misunderstood, not by many but by some, but this is needed in this
country.

We have tremendous potentid. Very few countries of the world have the
resources that we have, epecidly the human rights. Our achievement in different spheres



is tremendous. We see young boys, men and women achieving wonderful results. The
other day | led a parliamentary delegation to Greece, where the Presdent of Greece said,
“my admiration for India is boundless, because when a country like Germany, which is
technologicdly so advanced, when they are inviting Indian boys and girls to come and
work in Germany, that shows the high degree of excdlence you have achieved.
Otherwise, Germany would not have invited you, as many other countries have” People
look at usfor the performance we have achieved. We can do it ill much better.

It is the press, which has to be the partner in this. Therefore, | have dways been
saying that there can be no compromise with the freedom of the press, there can be no
interference with the press. If there is anything to be done about the press, it should be
done by their own regulatory sysem. | have no grievances againg the press But you
must assert yoursdves, in whichever occupation you follow. The Parliament of India,
parliamentary democracy in India, has to be maintained and cherished in a manner, which

brings us grester results.

| am not competent to spesk on photojournaism. So, | would only say that |
would like to see my photographs more often from a better angle. | am waiting to see my
beautiful photograph! That is what | say. Therefore, please carry on with your grest art. |
wish to commend the Press Council and its members for their activities. When we say we
look up to the Press Council, what we mean is that we look up to the media as a whole.
Y ou are our pathfinders than anybody ese.

Thank you very much once again for dlowing me to be here in your midgt, with
such celebrities and important people.



